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How one Phila. school
diffused a recent no bailouts

conflict MO SUERrises Your tust matters

By Susan Snyder

Inguarer Statf Writer JHgua Visit rrumark.com

Entlcenlty mmprget Ly UL for dotalld
1t staried over A simple candy bar, but quickly grew into a conflict between students of ditferent races al Kensington R i
Intemnational Business High Schoal a couple of weeks ago - something that could have escalated into a headline- Furvmslas
grabhing event.

But principal Eileen Maicon Weissman reached out 10 a representative of the Today's Mast Viewed | | Most Emailed |
Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations for help, and through meetings
with parents, students, and community officials, the tension was diffused.
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"We felt it was getting out of hand, and we wanted o be preactive," Maicon
Weissman testified yesterday before the commission.

Held in North Philadelphia, it was the commission's seventh of 11 hearings
into school viclence in Philadelphia's public schools. The meetings were

prompted by racial violence at South Philadelphia High. in December, 30 » More Mosl Views:)
Asian students were attacked by groups of mostly African American students, 108 Coaete s el Los sty 1 1 ot o 1
spurring a boycott by Asian students, and state and federal investigations. . armiy Cour den:
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The commission also heard from Rufus J. Faison, an aduit-literacy teacher, Pl g e
who said some of his clients were afraid to send their children to school
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because of violence. He said that the clients could not attend the hearing, but S Eean: ¢
that he surveyed them and presented the surveys to the commission. e
Some of his clients have been called out of his ¢lass to respond to school MOST VIEWED INTHIS SECHON
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incidents involving violence and their children, he said.
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But much of Tuesday's testimony came from principals and other workers at

several schools, including three small high schools in Kensington that Human Lier i WJ,,.}M a3 1 Il
Relations Commission officials acknowledged have been deing a good job. e |
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The incident at the Kensington business school occurred a couple of weeks
ago in the lunchroom, Maicon Weissman said. A boy and a girl were arguing
over a candy bar and to whom it belonged, and others joined in, she said.
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"It evolved into an issue between our Dominican students and African 3 i
American students, and then it got to be the Dominican and Puerto Rican
students and the African American students,” she said.

Human Relations Commission officials and other community-group = Huit

representatives helped by first talking to students and parents in their homes.
Then a meeting attended by students and 30 to 35 parents was held in the " 5 i vt parhing Wckeds n Prds Do

school. Parents were in one room, students in another.

“We talked about what occurred,” Maicon Weissman explained, and when

people understood, it helped to lessen the tension. philyfeot
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“I'm not saying everything is resolved, but what | am saying is, everyone
cooperated,” she said. "We kept something down that could have exploded,
and it didn't explode, because we care too much about each other.” Tou saba | [Ton womes 1| Tap tars
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