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Viclence has students attending in

fear
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Karen Rose bfasted school officials yesterday for not disciplining a bully before he ended up breaking one of her son's
ribs.

Brynn Keller, & teacher at Audenried High School, sajd she watched heiplessly as a group of students attacked
another student during her class.

And Bermadette Peoples said her daughter is terrified to attend classes at Audenreld, on Tasker and 33rd streets, after
several fights broke out inside recently, and gunfirs erupted nsarby.

The three women were among several parenis, teachers and aciivists who testified during a public hearing in South
Philadeiphia last night, the first of many addressing schoo! violence, and sponscred by the city's Human Relations
Commission,

"if my daughter doesn't feel safe going to schoo!, then what's the point in going?" Peoples asked before making her
prasentation before the commission.

A couple of recently publicized cases have put viclence in and around Philadelphia public schools in the spotlight. Last
Friday, 18-year-old South Philly High foctball star Tyree Parks was fatally shot near Audenried, and a number of Asian
students were aitacked at Scuth Philadeizhia High in December.

That's why, said commisslon chairwoman Kay Kyungsun Yu, "the commission wants to hear from parents.”

Advetlise Here

At the end of the hearings, the commission will make recommendations to the district.
Last night, many complained that schoo! officials were negligent in dealing with viclenca.

"My son was attacked and they didn't even tell me," said one mether, Zerita Brown, as she choked back tears thirking
about the attack on her 10th-grade son yesterday at Audenried.

One Vietnamese student whose jaw was broken after being jumped at Fels High said the schoo! simply called his
mether and said he could transfer.

The mesting was held inside the Guerin Recreation Center, 16th and Wolf strests.

PHRC chairwomarn Kyunigaun YU, who said she found the testimonies "frankly shocking," asked what the district
planned to do.

John Frangirani, the district's chief of school operations, said the distriet was doing what it can fo address the violence
that is deeply rooted in the city.

“Dur schools [are] a microcosm of eur ity and our strests, and we need to deal with this," he said. "And we are doing
our part in fighting school vislence as best we can.” He said that the district has added school police at Audenried and
that he has asked city police to increase patrols around the arsa.

The district has reportad that viclent incidents in the 2008-09 school year decreased by 11 percent from the year
before.

Not everyone was entirely critical of district personnel.
Despite the recent viclence at Audenried, Pecples said that much of the blame rests with students.

“Its not the principal, it's not the teachers, it's the kids," she said. "It's the background of where some of them come
from. They're doing the same thing their parents did."

Qthers offered the district suggestions. "Cultural awarensss for students must go beyond food, festivals and fun,” said
Debra Weiner, who works with the district's after-schoo! program.
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